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UNIVERSITY OF ME'1 MEXICO

Minutes of Meetings,
Membership. Committees, and
Constitution
of the

VOTING FACULTY

1948-49

UNIVERSITY SENATE
Minutes, March 14, 1949
The March meeting of the University Senate was called to order
by President Tapy at 4:15, Monday, March 14, in Biology 6. The following items of business came before the Senate:
Item I:
Fiesta
Dey

Dr. Dorothy Woodward, Chairman of the Student-Faculty
Relations Committee, announced the addition of five
student members to this committee.
Dr. Woodward then reported the activities of a sixmember committee (three students, three faculty) in
planning for Fiesta Day, tentatively scheduled for
M.Ecy" lJ. Tentative plans for the day, a complete
schedule of which is attached to these minutes, were
then presented by Mr. William Arntz.
The University Senate voted unanimously to e.dopt the plans
and to approve the scheduling of Fiesta~.

Item II:
New A & S
Departments

Dean Thomas C. Donnelly, of the College of Arts and Sciences,
presented to the University Senate a recommendation for the
establishment of two new departments in his college -- tho
Departments of Speech and Journalism. Approval of the
transformation of these divisions into departments had
previously been granted by the Advisory Committee and the
Faculty of the College of Arts and Sciences.
The Senate voted unanimously to approve the establishment
of the Departments of Speech and Journalism.

Item III:
Senate
Constitution
Item IV:
Resolutions affecting
faculty
members
holding
UNM degrees

Vice-President Scholes reported the present status of the
new Constitution, explaining that its major parts bad
been approved by the Regents, that this group was making
a further study of the first section, before the final
approval of the entire constitution.
Vice-President Scholes then recalled to the Senate the
following resolution and its amendment:
Resolution adopted by the Faculty Senate on November 13, 1944:
Resolved: That no member of the teaching staff of the
rank of full-time instructor or higher shall be granted a
graduate degree of the University of New Mexico in the
department in which he is teaching; and that no person
who has received a degree of the University of New
Mexico shall hereafter be employed in full-time capacity
with presumption of permanent tenure until he has taken
one year's advanced work in another reputable institution or bas established himself professionally else here.
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.Amended by the Senate, M~ 24, 1948, to read:
Resolved: That no member of the teaching staff of
rank of assistant professor or higher shall be
granted a graduate degree by the University of Ne
Mexico; and that no person who has received a degree
of the University of New Mexico shall hereafter be
employed at full-time capacity with presumption of
permanent tenure until he bas taken one year's advanced work at another reputable institution or bas
established himself professionally elsewhere.
After this resolution was adopted, Vice-President Schol
reported, fifteen persons holding degrees of the U iversit
of New Mexico were employed here, plus three or four others
holding UNM degrees who have been doine graduate ork
elsewhere since their employment here. The question arising for these persons is: Can their service perform d here
to date be counted toward a probationary period? In th
sense of the resolution, temporary appointment is implied.
However, on only one contract was the employment mentioned
as temporary. Ignorance of the existence of the ru1 on
the part of these persons so employed thus enters the question. A further possible source of injustice lies in the
fact that the resolution as part of the Tenure Act bas
never been approved by the Regents.
Therefore, to avoid any possibility of injustice to any
faculty member affected by the resolution, Vice-President
Scholes presented the two following resolutions adopted.
by the Administrative Committee on February 2, 1949:
1. Tb.at the University administration be authorized
to consider the service performed to date by persons
affected by the second clause of the Senate Resolution
of November lJ, 1944, as counting on a probationary
period.
2. Tb.at the Senate be requested to review the gener?-1policy set forth in the second clause of ~he resolution,
and that in case the policy is to be continued, such
action shall take the form of an amendl.lent to the Tenure
Act to be submitted to the Regents for approval.
Discussion on the first of these resolutions centered on the
following points:

Dr. Wicker raised the ~uestion whether
contain clearly stated clauses re ardi
of employment.

future contracts ill
~ such a condition

2
-3- Minutes -- Universitjr Senate, March 14, 1949

Dr. Tireman inquired as to the status of persons not taking
grad.uat~ work elsewhere, questioning whether they ere to
b~ continued and remarking that the first resolution
simp~y counts service to date if these persons are to be
continued.
Dr. LaPaz asked for information concerning which le., i erlco
degrees were represented.
De~ Ro~b raised the point of the legal obligation of the
Un1vers1t! to persons who bad not been properly informed
of the existence of the resolution.
The Senate then unanimously passed the first of the Administrative Committee's resolutions.
Discussion on the second of these resolutions covered the
follofing points:
Dr. Wicker queried concernini~ the :9hrase "established him-

self elsewhere."
Professor Huze..rski inquired as to the status of a person
taking the ].A. elsewhere and questioned the wisdom of
denying a faculty member the privilege of taking a degree
here, in another department, for example.
Vice-President Scholes pointed out that such a regu.l tion
as that of November lJ, 191.i4, as amended, was common for
faculty members of the rank of assistant professor and above.
Dr. La.Paz moved that the second of the Administrative Committee's resolutions be sent to the :Budget and Educational
Policy Committee for review. This motion 1as passed by the
Senate.
Item IV:

P. E.
requirements

Vice-President Scholes presented t~o other resolutions ad.opted by the Administrative Committee on February 2, 1949:
1. That a medical excuse issued by the University
Physician exempting a student from participation in
physical education should be deemed to excuse such
student from the requirement of attendance at classes
in physical education and from the requirement of offering a number of hours of physical education for
graduation equal to the number of hours covered by
such medical excuse.

2. That the Administrative Committee recoomend to the
Senate to limit the physical education requirement to
two semesters.
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ice-Presicent Scholes' motion to approve the first of
these resolutions evoked the following ciiscussion:
Professor White expressed a desire to keep the Department
of Physical Education free to assign remedial work.
Professor GU{;isberg mentioned benefits of a physical
education program for restricted cases and the necessity
for preventing abuses of the medical excuse . Dean Robb
requested simply that the practice be clarified. Doctor
Harris clarified, though not in answer to Dean Robb's
point, the present practice of physical checks and assigned restricted activity and of temporary excuses •

.

At the end of the discussion, the Senate voted to refer
the matter to the Budget and Educational Policy Committee
for consultation with the Department of Physical Education and the University Physician.
The second resolution, limiting the physical education
requirement to two semesters, was reported as having
been passed by a close vote in the Administrative Committee. After a short discussion and a defense of the
four-semester program by Professor White, the Senate
voted to refer this resolution also to the :Budget and
Educational Policy Committee.

Item VI:
Proposal
for a
Faculty
Club
Item VII:
Free
tuition
for faculty

A motion by Professor Julian Duncan that President Popejoy

be requested to appoint a committee, representative of all
colleges, to study the possibilities for a faculty club
was favorably voted upon by the Senate.
Professor Douglass proposed that the Senate request the
Policy Committee to study the possibility of three hours
free tuition per semester for each faculty member, together
with the possibility of reducing tuition for faculty
families . The Senate voted to request _the Policy Committee
to make such a study.
After a round of applause for President Popejoy for his
successful wor k with the University budget du:ring the
sessions of the Legislatu:re, the Senate adjourned.
·
Signed:

Katherine Simons
Secretary .:Q!:Q. ~ ·

(Note: Verbatim minutes were not taken of this meeting. )
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